
SISD Bond Accountability Committee 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2018 –Project Status Updates Meeting  

Executive Summary 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
Robert Alvarez, James Kotter, Adrian Hernandez, Craig Patton, David Gamez, Amanda Gonzalez, 
Maryann Paez, Richard Renteria, Tomas Sigala Jr., and William E. Castorena 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT  
Tony Ayub, board secretary, and Hector Gonzalez, board trustee  
  
STAFF PRESENT 
Tom Eyeington, chief operations officer; Jesse Sepulveda, Sgt. Jose F. Carrasco Elementary School 
principal; David Carrasco, director of maintenance and operations; Gabriel Crespo, director of 
facilities and construction; Gracie Tovar, administrative specialist for facilities and planning; 
Christy Flores-Jones, senior communication specialist; Cesar Ruiz, multimedia specialist; Ytzel 
Molina, public relations coordinator 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m.  
  
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Mr. Alvarez and Mr. Gonzalez welcomed and thanked committee members for being present.  
 
SGT. JOSE F. CARRASCO TOUR 
Mr. Sepulveda gave committee members a tour of Sgt. Jose F. Carrasco Elementary School. The 
campus opened at the start of the 2018-2019 school year and serves 750 students. The school 
was built based on the prototypical design used for Purple Heart Elementary School. The state-
of-the-art facility provides a unique environment for collaborative teaching and learning. 
Classrooms are equipped with the latest technology, and have unique features such as sliding 
glass doors, and special mobile furniture designed for each grade level. The innovative, open 
design includes learning hubs that allow for instruction in small or large groups. Cafeteria and 
kitchen spaces have secure entrances, are modern, and furnished with high-end equipment and 
tables.  
 
BAC members were impressed with the design of the school commenting on the safe, inviting, 
and modern design of the playground, classrooms, and restrooms. Mr. Sepulveda walked 
members through the areas that are still under construction, including the library, administrative 
area and nurse’s office, multipurpose room and the amphitheater. The spaces will be completed 
by November 2018. Sgt. Jose F. Carrasco was built with savings from Bond 2011. It is relieving 
overflow at Lujan-Chavez Elementary School in the Pebble Hills area. 
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BOND 2017 PROJECT STATUS UPDATE 
 
Mr. Eyeington provided an update on Bond 2017 projects. Despite Hurricane Florence affecting 
the market, and other school districts in the region passing bond programs, Mr. Eyeington said 
the district will work to keep Bond 2017 projects within budget to honor taxpayer’s dollars.  
 
Socorro High School Reconstruction 
The Socorro High School reconstruction design is under review. SISD Board of Trustees and 
district staff are working with VLK Architects and Buford Thompson Company to finalize concepts. 
Mr. Eyeington encouraged members to be present at the next BAC meeting to see the schematic 
design plans of the upgraded facility. 
 
Elementary No. 30 
The district recently broke ground for Elementary No. 30 which is being built at the intersection 
of Mike Price and Ralph Seitsinger. Mr. Eyeington presented photos and floor plans of the new 
school which follow the same prototypical design as Purple Heart and Carrasco elementary 
schools. The campus will serve students from Pre-Kindergarten to fifth grade in the Pebble Hills 
area and is scheduled to open July 2019.  
 
Technology/Support Center 
Mr. Eyeington presented the renderings of the technology facility that will be located next to the 
District Service Center. The new facility will house library services, instructional technology, 
student support personnel, PEIMS, district programmers, management data services, and other 
technology staff. The technology facility will offer a secure location for the district’s Network 
Operations Center (NOC), which stores student and employee information, finance records, and 
technology equipment. The facility also will be used for district and public meetings and events. 
It will include lounge areas and conference rooms with a 300+ capacity. The DSC will gain 120 
parking spaces with the addition of the new building.  
 
District staff is currently looking for a new location for the maintenance and operations staff. 
After the new technology and support services facilities are in place, the Tanton building will be 
used in another capacity. 
 
High School Improvements 
High school improvement plans are underway with support from community stakeholders. MNK 
architects conducted a community meeting to receive input from Montwood High School 
students, faculty, staff, and community members on what they would like to see in their facility 
improvements. The campus will receive some $30 million in renovations and improvements. 
These improvements include enhancements to science labs and classrooms, a larger auditorium, 
and other additions to the fine arts and career and technical education facilities. Lighting also will 
be added to the school’s baseball and softball fields. The district will organize charette meetings 
in the fall to receive input from community members at Americas and El Dorado high schools 
regarding their campus improvements. 
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Multipurpose Rooms 
District staff and archiPeli architects met with the 16 elementary school principals to select the 
design of their new multipurpose rooms. The multipurpose rooms will have state-of-the-art 
features such as overhead doors, exterior canopies, and translucent panels ideal for natural 
lighting. With 4,360 square feet of flexible space, the new facilities will have room for an office 
and a storage room. Older campuses will have an area for a stage instead of the storage space, 
per administrator’s request. 
 
Mr. Eyeington showed the prospective location of the multipurpose room at each school during 
his presentation. He noted that the facilities will meet fire lane code compliance and will be 
situated within 500 feet of a restroom; the new facilities will not have restrooms. The schools 
that will receive new multipurpose rooms are Benito Martinez, Campestre, Elfida P. Chavez, 
Escontrias, H.D. Hilley, Helen Ball, Horizon Heights, Hueco, Loma Verde, Lujan-Chavez, Myrtle 

Cooper, O’Shea Keleher, Robert R. Rojas, Sgt. Roberto Ituarte, Sierra Vista and Vista del Sol.   
 
BOND 2017 OUTREACH 
Ms. Flores-Jones updated the BAC members about the district’s communication and outreach 
regarding Bond 2017 projects. The district issues press releases to media partners when 
promoting events, such as groundbreaking ceremonies and community meetings. Information 
also is posted on the district website, in the @Socorro newsletter, Kids Inc. and social media 
platforms. The ongoing communication efforts have resulted in prolific media coverage regarding 
Bond 2017 news. In addition, all BAC meeting documents are posted on the district’s Bond 2017 
website, www.sisd.net/bond2017.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
Mr. Alvarez asked members to email questions or topics they would like to see on the next 
agenda. The next BAC meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 5 at the District Service 
Center. Public Relations staff will send out invitation emails and make reminder calls.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sisd.net/

